
BROOKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTO  
Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
6:00 – 7:00 pm 

In Person 
 

Executive Board Members Present: Cori Stott, Amanda Blute, Dawn Hayes, Tiffany Gschwind 

Executive Board Members Absent: Alycia Knight 

School & District Staff Present: Monica Poitras, Annette Romano, Gianna Giglio, Susan Rawding, Robert 
Sheppard (School Committee) 

PTO General Membership Attendees Count: 12 

 
06:04 Call to Order  

Ms. Stott called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda for tonight's meeting. 

06:06 Best Buddies 

 

Susan Rawding and Gianna Giglio described the new Best Buddies elementary program they are 

launching at Brookside. Parents of General Education students who want their child to be engaged as a 

Peer Buddy can learn more and sign up at 

https://forms.bestbuddies.org/4903689?ChapterAcctID=001Uc00000Vx7gLIAR. Students will be engaged 

in buddy lunches and may have special programming to encourage friendships and belonging.  

06:13 Treasurer’s Report  

 

●​ Ms. Stott explained to the PTO membership how the budget was voted in at the close of the last school 

year and provided a brief overview of fundraising activities.  

●​ Ms. Gschwind provided a brief overview of the types of accounts the PTO manages.  

●​ Ms. Gschwind walked through expenditures from June through mid-September. The main disbursements 

were:  

○​ Uline: $1,601 for foam pads from the Principal Account 

○​ Market Basket: $400 for first day lunch from the Principal Account 

○​ NRT Bus: $388 for the 2nd grade field trip 

●​ The PTO accounts remain in good standing 

06:29 PTO Business  

 

●​ Ms. Stott provided an overview of the recent PTO events, including the Popsicle Party & Resource Fair, 

Chalk the Walk, and Kindergarten Welcome Night.  

○​ Suggestions were provided to better engage parents to meet each other, including by having a 

parents-only event 

●​ Mrs. Blute shared about the Box Tops fundraising application and provided sign up information.  

●​ Ms. Stott shared about the upcoming Trunk or Treat on 10/17 and the Turkey Trot Fundraiser, which will 

https://forms.bestbuddies.org/4903689?ChapterAcctID=001Uc00000Vx7gLIAR


kick off in October.  

●​ Mrs. Blute reminded those present about Bear Wear (which was then modeled by Mrs. Romano!) 

06:48 Principals’ Report  

 

Mrs. Poitras and Mrs. Romano provided updates about the school year:  

●​ This year has been off to a quiet, positive start.  

●​ The playground was fenced over the summer, to enhance safety for students. Recess has also been 

moved to before lunch; this has been a productive shift so far.  

●​ The Book Fair is coming up and will including Family Night on 10/7 

●​ iReady Diagnostics are underway and take place three times each year on the computer 

●​ Curriculum Night will be on 9/25 with two start times at 5:10 and 6:10pm 

 

07:01 Adjournment  

 

Meeting adjourned by Ms. Stott at 7:01pm 

 
Minutes prepared by Dawn Hayes, Secretary. 


